Dear Brother— 


EVANGELICAL INQUIRER. 


en... 


VAY TON OHiv: | 


« There is one body, and one Sri asalso ye are called in one 
inpe of your calling 7 One Lord, one faith, one baplism, one God 


wud Father of all, who isover all, and with all,and in” all Chris- 
AUL the Apostle —McK night's transiation. 


Extract from a private letter addressed by Bishop A, Camp. 
bell, to a friend inCincinnati. 


“Dernany, Va. Sept. 17, 1830, 


Nothing but the wneonquerable control of 
ireumstances, has so long prevented me the pleasure 


| of conversing with you on paper, at least for a few mi- 


sutes. This has been one of my busiest summers.— 
Tue calls for speaking as well as for writtag: have been 
till more numerous than formerly. I have in these vi- 
‘inities labored more this summer than in any ycar for 
‘helastten. Congregations are very large, seldom less 
than a thousand lhearers—and it not incredi die 
wat in the county of Brooke, last ford’s day, t saw 
about OOO persons ass¢ mijled to heer the word, aid to 
ce its effects. It was a three day meeting, and brother 
Scott and Lalternated in succession during days. 
\bout 300 or 350 disciples broke the loot blessing 
nthe morning of the day—and in the sntervals of the 
meeting, 26 persons were Immersed. ‘ihe woiu dea 
to the killed were as tive toone. Aiter one discourse 
the Lord’s day preceding, in abeat one thousend ticar- 
crs, thirteen were immersed: ae day betore that, cut 
af three thousand, in Odio, thirty-seven. In another vi- 
after a single disccarse on Lord's day, fourteen 
were immersed: So wghtily grows the word of the 
Lord in these parts, Since ] visited your city, } have 
owl immersed ps rsons—l!s sides, 
are immerecd by others, 


Phe sects are 
apace and thes Mmawerces IP socrety. have 


7-54en as muck astonished at the reforming power of the 
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ancient gospel on the converts, as in its converting 
power. The disciples are tilled with joy and the fruit. 
of rightcousness. the citizens of the, kingdon. 
of Jesus ought always to rejoice, and abound in ai) 
sood works. So good, so kind, and so divine a mast: | 
as our King is wertly of the adoration of the heart, «: 
the mest grateful incense of our warmest affections.” 


THE PRESENT ORDER OF ‘THINGS.——NO. 3. 

Our last essay, embracing the modern system o: 
teaching, eloped some of the causes of its ineflicacy. 
But half has not been said upon that subject that car 
he said. We must resume it. 

The existing plan of teaching has not succeeded 1 
accomplishing the designs of christian instruction, or 
account of the following notions and practices, viz: 
Tie esiablishment of the order of clergy; the notion 
of treir divine call and exclusive privileges, and th: 
sysiem of scrap preaching; as has been proved. In ad- 
dition to these Ladduce another reason. 

The practice of spiritualizing the sacred writings i- 
anabuse of them and an error in teaching. The ex. 
fent ef this is alarming. Among the thousands of re- 
ligivus teachers of limited education and informatio: 
there are very few exceptions, and they extend it gen 
ervily toallthe inspired books, and almost every pari 
of them, ‘The system is food for disordered imagina- 
tions and superstitious minds. Bat the practice is not 
coufined to the uprarned. The clergy of every sec: 
in Christendom exterd it just to suit their isms: no’ 
their notions to the scriptures, but the scriptures ti 
their notions. From Henry to Swedenborg and from 
Scott to Gill, the pupils of the ancient and risticizing 
Q; igin, all the intervening grates of commentators, ith 
éluding these great names, were wore or less, spiritual: 
izeis. All parties, it would adppea:, deny the 
bility of the scriptures whole or part, ard this hae 
undoubtedly cansed the practice ulwersally tone 
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The whole difficulty, when examined, is found to be 
-olvable by a proper rule or system of interpretation, 
ihe want of which has led the ancients into inuumera- 
Je difficulties and consequently the moderns, for 
-vils are hereditary. When the dark ages commen 
ed, and even before, thousands Of causes te 
mpede christian conquest over inorance and 
Even then the philosophic fever or propensity to fathom 
he illimitable doctrine of causation tn allits bearings, 
anature, morality, and religion, had possessed ihe 
seople. The decline, first of the Grecian and after 
wards of the Roman empires, was suceceded by the e- 
ually rapid decline of literature, which rendered me- 
aphysical research eminently hazardous, Clirisdians, 
ot contented with the simple faets, duties and promi: 
sof Christ, must explain ali the good book, which in 
hose days required literary and historical acquire- 
ments. Not content with expounding the amount to 
which they were adequate, they despatched the re 
mainder by spiritualizing or mysticizing it: ‘This was 
‘he origin of the plan. The mystical notions of Jew- 
sh Rabbins and Pagan philosophers, gave an accete- 
mated impetus to the spirttualizing system. Soon it he- 
rame fashionable, and when that is the case, it is as 
easy to account for its extended popularity. us itas to 
_ account for any of our peculiarities in dress. He that 
cads the fashion is a brave fellow. and it was because 
Ongin succeeded so well in spiritualizing, that he wa. 
much lauded in the midnight ef the church. 
va few years, science and literature have emerged 
iromthe deathiv gloom ot monkery’s reign, and shed 
heir influences u pon millions on thousands of subjects. 
Ypiritualizing, too, has suffered from the light, yet not 
u the same proportion as many other malpractices.—- 
It yet is resorted to by the ignorant, by all who have 
in object to gain out of the bible, and by many of the 
unwary who are gdverned by the prejudices of early 
msociation. 

Where i; the necessity of this practice? 1 cannot see 
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any, but on the supposition that we must resort to 
to support our peculiarity against the assaults of «: 
encny whom we cannot mect with argument. thi. 
is all that can be said for it, every honest man will «. 
let it yo down. Iknow it gives ample room to ow 
ingenuity, and I also knéw that fal-chood has mor 
nse for ingenuity than truth. 

If all that has been said on the subject is insufficic: 
io make the practice full the lineal characters of 1), 
proposition at the head of this piece, 1 will offer a 
proof that settles the question. Many can be prod. 
ced, but I choose to risk the issue upou one strong one. 
Paul asserts in I. Cor, ii. 13, that “his teaching we. 
with the words taught by the Holy Spirit, explainin; 
spiritual things with spiritual words.” Now this is 
much as to say that the scriptures are spiritual or sp: 
ritualizedhalready. Surely aftercoming finished frei: 
the Spirit’s Wand; it needs no human operation. A! 
thai is required of us is to use one common sense to UL 
derstand the plain message, and practice it. 

To read a few spiritualizing sermons, or the spiritua. 
meaning of a few passages would be sufficient, | would 
think, to convince any person not only that the system i- 
improper, but also that it is an outrage upou commo 
sense. Its origin speaks not well of its character. 
The serpent was the first spiritualizer, and exercise: 
his mystic talent upon the first positive law of God i 
the government ofman. The decree of heaven ran. 
“eat not of the interdicted tree or you die.” Sate 
said “ye shal not surelydic.” Not surely dice—not evr 
tainly—not literally, All the spiritual meanin- 
of passages boasting modern origin are as palpably er 
roneous as this, the first bora of mystic speeches. ‘T 
inultiply examples, were tobe too tedious. Mosi o 
the places of worship in chrisiendom, furnish, in thei 
periodical harangues, soul-sickening evidence to atte- 
the correctness of these remarks. | , 

An attemptto spiritualize te word, which issharper. 
fn its injunctions and discriminations, than any double 
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vdged and pointed sword, is adeuial of revealed reli- 
gion—rebellion against the revelation of Jesus Clirist: 
{{ christianity be a revelation from ‘heaven, it necd 
not, it cannot be revealed by spiritualizing. A re- 
vealed revelation, is, in nature, an anomaly and in de- 
<ription, an abortion. Again, on the supposition that 
his practice were admissible, in what uncertainty 
would we be involved? Left to an arbitrary system 
of iuterpretation, capable of producing as creat diver- 
‘ity of meanings as there are tastes to suit, the tone oi 
religious feeling among us must be depressed, and all 
morality and obligation hazarded. But surely here 
allargument is unnecessary. This matter must be 

But. let us inquire, are the eliristian scriptures so 
mintelligible as to require this or any similar ex- 
vedient to illustrate them? Hf so, God has mocked 
us. Which he cannot do. If soe, whom has he authori- 
ed to spiritualize? Has he commissioned all the con- 
licting mystics? You answer, that is impossible. 
Then who can come forward urging an exclusive jus 
Jizimum ta make plain the unintelligibilities of Jesus 
Christ?) But enough has beensaid. The living word 
means what it says, or it n.eans nothing at all, 

Vrom what we have written, which has necessarily 
vecn but little, it must appear, that this unauthorized 
wt of spiritualizing God's word, comparable only with 
the mysterious art by which the Egyptian sorcerers 


| withstood the mission of Moses, has operated largely 


‘o reader inefficacious the modern system of religious 
caching. I shall furnish just one sample of the mod- 
ern kind, extracted ‘from a letter to the editor of the 
“Western Pioneer,” and published in that paper: 

“You cannot cenceive the great need of a good, in- 
clligent, and faithful preacher of the Baptist order in 
thiscounty. Suchan one Lhope you will be able toe 
us soon. Those we have make strange 
o¢ of the vyospel, by an allegorieal, spiritualizing meth. 
ad, of which I will give you the following sample.— 

2. 
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ttre EVANGELICAL INQUIRER. 
The subject was tc historyof the maa going trom Je 
to Jericho, who fell among thieves. This 
his subject. The heads were as follows: The Cililn 
am ne thieves, meant the tall of Adam—they sirippe 
him aad lett him halidead—stripped him of all powe, 
to help himself, as half dead means spiritually deac 
but naturally alive. ‘The Levite that passed by, meas, 
-~_ the ceremonial law, which could do no good—th 
pricst meant the moral law,and it could not give lif 
~ The good Samaritan meant Christ, who could relieve 
~ He took the wounded man upand poured in the oj, 
and wine—the grace of God—put him on his own beasi. 
his own gospel platform—took him to an inn, th 
church—gave the host two pence, the Old and New 
‘Testament—and promised to reward him. This 
ward was to be in another world, &c.” 
More on the subject of modern teachings hereaite: 
Adieu. EDITOR. 


THE VOICE OF. THE SPIRIT. ‘ | 

We are indebted to the Holy Spirit for the writin. 
of Moses, the prophets and apostles, and indeed ever 
supernatural truth we possess, has reached us throug! 
the great revealing spirit. From the first promise:o: 
a Saviour till the prophetical scroll was written ou 
in the apocalyptical vision of John, every discover 
ahove nature we owe to the Holy Spirit, and ther 
fore all the good that arises froma knowledge of ti: 
word, and all the happy effects that follow the belie: 
and obedience of it. we are willing to attribute to t! 
favor of the Holy Spirit. “For who of men knows tli 
depths of a man, except the spirit of man which is i 
him, so also the depths of God no one knows, except 
the Spirit of God.” (To the end of the chap.) 

The volume of inspiration is the audible vvice of the 
Holy Syirit; noone hears him, nor feels his influence. 
but through symbols, or language, leaving distinct im- 
pressiois, or ideas, on the mind. Encircled in that light 
which is inapproachable, and which no eye can see: 
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never puts forth bis hard wpon the spiriiofman but 
fo write his Taw of liberty and ot love upon it, aid 
‘his he does by the word, tn adapting it to our under- 
tandings, he impresses it upon our hearts. He 
sever utters his voice to the ear of man, but it issues 
rom that word which the Spirit has given us, bringing 
and salvation to our juilty race. How did L yeur- 
rus write his lavwsupen the mindsefthe Spartans? In 
physical or mystical manner? Or rather was it not 
wgiving a faithful record of them, and requirirg a 
iearty attention, and unreserved obedience to them? 
Did they not give him the praise due for the happiness 
hev ditiused, and the good that arose out of them? It 
should also be remembcred, that all the fruits that 
vrow out of the beliet and obedience of the word, are 
n fact the production of the Hely Spirit. When the 
word promises, the spirit: promises, or invites, “tis the 
pirit’s invitation, commands, itis the spirit that com- 
mands. Thus every address made to uy in the word, 
made ‘by the author of it, that is the oly Spirit, 
ust as any address made to a somby a father in a let- 
er he may send him, is the votee, the words of the 
ather. We never separate the spirit of man from his 
words, unless the individual speaking or writing de- 


-ecives us, and then we say his words and bis spirit are 


it varianee; they are not one, they are two. It would 
de equally improper to separate the spirit of God 
irom his own words, unless we belicve he intends to 
deceive us, aml who dare harbor such a presumptuous 
dea! The mind of the spirit is found tully disclosed 
in his word, and were he to speak audibly from the 
avers to each one of us, what more could he say 
than that what he has said. Would it be more plain, 
or more authogtative? Were he ever to add any 
thing to what he has already said, it would be in 
keeping with it, and it would be given us in language, 
and embodied on paper. Were he to revise it, nothing 
but words ard ideas would remain, and as he does not 
choose to speak outright from the skies, nor yet In @ 
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gecret mamner, to the childrei of men, for then all be 
yond christendom would know him, and the sor + ‘js 
love. Weare forced to the conclusion that tie only 
sound that reaches our ears or touches our heart. 
from the tfoly Spirit, is that which is heard in his owy 
word. THlere is the vantage ground upon whiat tic 
spirit of man and the spirit of God once more meet, as 
cur first parents and taeir Creator conversed face to 
ince through the medium of language. So are we |) 
the word permitted to hear the monitory voice of ti: 
goo spirit, and if not among the trees of the garden, 
vet in a more rich and variegated field he appears to 

_us, and at morning, noonday, or eventide, he is ever 
present, and by his word, we are able to hold auidi- 

ence with him. Here we may listen to his still smal! 
voice, that quickens, purifies and regenerates ou 
hearts, that directs us to the path of life, the high road 
tu immortality. May weé ever give a listening ear to 
it, and obey his voice. 

Even the wicked and the licentious hesitate in thei; 
downward way, and tremble, while they listen to the 
voice of God, in his word. In detiance of all their 
doubts and infidelity, rottenness sometimes enters into 
their bones, and the tegrors of the Almighty seize up- 

on them, at the revelation of the righteous judgmen* oi 
God, by the word of the spirit. Witness the bur: ing 
tears, the aching heart, the corroding fears, they are 
the subjects of. O solitude, how often hast thou re- 
corded the resolution eutered into, the vicious con 
pany forsworn, the sinful practices denounced by 
those who have been rebuked by the voice of the spirit. 
And midnight! couldst thou but disclose the sceie of 
wretchedness thou hast witnessed, the groans thou /iast 
heard, and the tossings of the troubled breast thou fast 
see:: under the awful apprehension of a dread eternity, 
revealed by the Holy Spirit, surely noone would 
cal} in question the power oj God, or speak again of 


the impotence of the spirit’s word. PHILO. 
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tu THE MIAME AND MADRIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIA 
TioNs. No. Il. 

Brethren: 

As the subject of faith is one of those many subjects 
spon which you suppose me tobe unsound, as it is a 
subject of much importance, and, in my humble judg. 
ment, not sufficiently understood hy several of your 
‘eading teachers, I shalPhere devote a few pages ‘oi 
he Inquirer to the consideration of it. I hope your 
old and experienced teachers will allow me to speak 
recly and plainly; and, though little more than a 
yuarter of a century has passed me by—*let no man 
despise my youth.” 

There is an unintelligible phrase in common use 
among you, which I hope you will hereafter entirely 
relinquish. often do youhear it said—+Fuaith is 
not the act of the creature, it is the gift of God” Now, 1 
call this language unintelligible and absurd, because. 
as it stands and is used, there ia not a clear and perspi- 
enous idea in it. Fuatth is not the act of the creature! 
Whose act thenisit? To have faith,is to believe, and 
io believe, requires that somebody act : and itis he that 
velieves that acts. He that says faith is not a man’s 
own act, resembles him who says a man does not do 
what he does, or does not eat what he eats; or him 
who says that drinking wateris the same as swim- 
ining in water. But in this popular phrase, the act of 
the creature, is opposed. to tae gift of God, so that we 
must understand faith to be—not the act of the CREA- 
rung, consequently that of the Creator! Such un 


earned phrases as these have done incalculable mis- . 


chief to the people of God—their minds have beer 
vewildered, and weakened, and injured. 

But let us bea little more particular. “Abraham 
velieved God.” But Abraham was a_ creature. 
Therefore, ‘a creature believed God, or acted faith. 
Let me now ask: was Abraham’s faith the act of a 
creature? You all must say yes. ‘But you say, we 


never denied all this. I reply, why then use sack 
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UVANGELICAL ENQUIRER, 
language? We know that your common sense, i 
well as the scriptures, render it impossible for you t 
deny the above’ conclusions—we therefore hope you 
will dispense with the use of a language that is not! ¢ 
but a vain sound, words without ideas, and adopt a 
pure speech. 


But that 1 may persuade you cflectually from th 
use of this Ashdodic dialect, let me further observe: 
It isthe act of the creaiure man to eat and drink in or. 
der to animal existence; but it is no less his act to ea 
and drink the bread and water of life. It may not be 
his own act to prepare his victuals, but if me do je! 
eat he must starve to deaths It surely is not his ac 
to prepare the bread and water Of life, but he must re. 
ceive this divine nutrition or be forever under tiv 
reign and tyranny ofdeath. To hope,to fear, to love. 
to hate, to rejoice, to believe, are all htiman acts, a- 
well as eating, sitting, running, walking, reading. 
ploughing or reaping. And aman acts as really iy 
mind or mentally, as he acts withhis_hody, or corpo- 
really. 


Again: If the creature does not act faith, who dovs 
Inall the wide world there are none but creatures 
whose act believing-is. any-on@¥ay the Creator 
velieves for the creature? ~ This would be folly of av 
unparalleled degree. Each man believes for himsel!- 
‘here is none thatcando itfor him: he can: he must by 
lieve. 

Once more: A man not only acts falth, but it is 4 
voice of divine truth to him i-hedo- not believe, tha 
ne shall be condemned. ~~ 

Thus you will see that T have fully demonstrated. 
sot only that this phrase is an improper one and tend. 

‘o gender confusion, but that it is not trud in its first as- 
crtion. Ifthe first member of the sénteace means 
‘tsavs,then the doctrine it teaches is manifesily filsc; 
amd if it have some other meaning, then it to 

“se it. So that, as far as 1 have now proceeded wit! 
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EVANGELICAL INQUIRER, oF 
tus subject, I believe it is impossible for you to dissent 
with any propriety. 

But lam aware that I have not yet touched the main 
thing that producesso much and such frequent uneasi- 
ness. T have said little or nothing about the cause of 
faith, or what produces it, and [ shall therefore now 
hasten to this point. 

In order that faith may be produced in the mind 
or heart of a man, it is requisite, 1, That there bea 
narrative of something said or performed. 2, That 
this narrative be suitably confirmed or rendered cred:- 
ble. And 3, That this narrative be reported so as to 
he read or heard. Take the following illustration. 
Suppose that Tam this moment informed that in an 
island of the South Sea, a new and precious fruit has 
heen discovered by some English traders—that this 
iruit’ grows on trees that overspread an half acre of 
<round, and that cach apple will make a barrel of cider 
and that this kind of drink conduces much to the lon- 
cevity of him who is so happy as to take its Now, 
here is a narrative; but it is incapable of being be- 
lieved, that is, ] have not power to believe it—it is in- 
credible. But it is not incredible in the very seture 
whit. It isrendered so by some extraneous circum- 
stances. I have not heard this story through a direct 
mnedium—it has not been confirmed. Consequently. 
suspend my faith until the proper documents or con- 
lirmatives are presented; or rather, I cannot belicve 
till such times as the testimony is contirmed or rendered 
credible. 

All historic facts that have been made credible, we. 
of course believe. That there was a man cal'ed Ho- 
mer, another called Virgil, and another called Cesar. 
we all believe, beeause the histories of these men testify 
of them, and have been sufficiently confirmed by proper 
vouchers. In short, we are made able to believe these 
‘nd other histories of facts and truths, beeause they 
have been authenticated and confirmed, aid withow 
‘onfirmation no report can be rationally believed. 
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Now lei us introduce the gospel among men. It ). 
proclaimed tothe nations, and at its first sound seem: 
absurd. But the apostles declare the fact that Jesu. 
of Nazareth arose trom the dead—that, having beep 
acquainted with him before his crucifixion, they sav 
him again after he arose, talked with him, felt him, at 
and drank with him, conversed forty days with him. and 
saw himascend into heaven. Of these things,say they. 
‘we are his witnesses unto the people.” But the testi. 
mony of the apostles to these ficts, was deemed incredi- 
ble by many, till it was confirmed; but “signs and 
wonders, and nuglity deeds,” confirmed their testimons 
in all the places where they preached the gosp |, ~ 
shat the report of it was rendered a credible report— 
that is men were empowered to believe it. “And thes 
went forth, and preached every where, the Ler! 
working with, and confirming the word with signs fo! 
lowing.” Men were enjoined to believe the gospel, 
but they were enabled to doso, because its truth wi 
demonstrated before them, that their faith might ne 
stand in the wisdom or philosophy of men, but in (iv 
powcr of God. 

iwill therefore say, that when Jesus is believer, 
when the whole testimony concerning him is accred: 
ited, this is the true faith. Pam aware thet some ot 
you will not be willing to receive this; but Famawar 
100, tuat you cannot disprove this position. What} 
the true faith, if it be nota belicf of truth? Thema 
who believes the testimony of Christ, even thoug! |) 
disobey the gospel, has the true faith; his faith will} 
of tie same kind, should he ever obey, only wit! thi 
difference; in disobedience his faith is dead: in obed! 
ence it is alive or living. Howhbeit, it is the same 
faith that lives, that was dead, Just as the same mat 
may be dead and afterwards revive. The man dow 
not breathe when he is dead, and when faith is dead i 
does soi work. But who dire say it is not faith? (hat 
the true faith 

Many of our mistakes have arisen from not couside- 
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aug this matter closely. We have supposed that faith 
mplied or contained in some way a.number of other 
matters, such as confidence, trust, love, &c. But we 
are talking of faith alone; and if you will think of faith 
and not identify it with some half dozen of other things, 
I shall not despair of arriving at unity of sentiment 
with you on this subject. Faith is one thing, and love 
jsanother and a distinet thing: yet who does not know, 
‘hat the christian “faith works by love?” To faith, 
the obedient person adds a cluster of heavenly virtues, 
0 that in the possession and discharge of them all, he 
may terminate his course “in the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Ancieitly, 
ihe believers and servants of Christ, added to their 
“faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to krow- 
ledge temperance ; and to temperance, patience ; and to 
patience,godliness; and to godliness, brotherly. kind- 
ess; and to brotherly kindness, charity.” But | ask 
f this is the case now? Brethren, is it not, in these 
wo associations, too alarmingly the case, that many, 
io their faith add notions; and to netions, whims: aud 
to whims, whimsies; and to whimsies, evil-surmisii gs; 
and to evil-surmising, evil-speakings aid to evil-speak- 
ings, persecutions: and to persecutions, wrath; aud to 
wrath a large quantity of ecclesiastical tyranny and 
oppression. 
The history of Jesus Christ presents Us with matters 
of fact upon which to predicate our faith. and he who 
believes in Christ, has the true faith: ata he who he- 
lievesand obeys, and he only, has the’ saving faith. 
This “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” Without hearing the gospel, we 
should have been as incapable of believing any of its 


facts, as we are now oj telling what those signs were . 


which Jesus performed, that Jolin tells’ us were not 
written his book of testimony. But | must devote 
arother number to this subject. 1 must cXamine your 


} doctrine of faith. 


ART. CRIHFIELD. 
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rig cospet—No il. 

What is the gospel, is an important interrogatio. 
The gospel of each sect is found in its approved wri. 
tings or records. The gospel of sectarianism, mack 
up of many sounds emitted by the six hundred mouth: 
of the great monster, is to be gathered from the great 
mass of one-sided productions extant and harbored by 
those christians, who like the anctent Gallic and mod- 
ern African tribes, live by pillaging one another. In 
like manner the gospel of Jesus Christ, ministered to 
us by his apostles,is found in that book whieh has tly 
seal of divinity affixed to it, and particularly concern 
Jesus Christ and his kingdom, the New Testamcut. 
But there are many other things in the New Testament, 
among which are found the law of Christ and the 

» history of his disciples. That which the apostles, with 

‘divine authority, proclaimed to sinners before the 
baptised them,embraces the gospel. So reads tly 
commission. Hence the gospel of Christ is found in 
the apostolic speeches, which we have recorded. 

The four historical books bearing the names of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and Jobn, contain the gospe! 
facts, along with much other matter, vet neither or 
of them is the gospel regularly written out, but patho 
they are the evidences by whichit is sustained spreac 
in order before four different communities. The dc 
sign of each writer, was, obviously, to defend the fun: 
damental proposition of the gospel, viz: “that Jesu: 
was the Son of God,” in his book, and as this was ¢ 
proposition that depended much upon Jewish prop! CCV 
aid must answey in its configuration, to the texture ©: 
the principal features of the Jewish economy, as ant 
type to type, and also involved the abolition of thi’ 
economy; much must neccessarily be said in thos 
books, about Judaism ang its end. Now all that dis 
cussion isnot the gospel. In like manner, the episly 
lary communications, are not particular keys to the 
gospel, ror were they written with that dos:ai. 
generally to correct and prevent the recurrence © 
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abuses of the christian doctrine and practice in the 
churches. In all of the hooks in the New Testament, 
the gospel is often incidentally mentioned and some 
items of it expressed and entoreed, yet we are to look 
for the whole of it, ia_its own connexion, in the aposto- 
lic speeches addressed to sinners, recorded in the hook 
of Acts and alluded to in the epistles. 

— Let it be remembered that the gospel was preached 
by the apostles long before any book of the Testament 
was written; and that they wrete no book on the gos- 


jel, but in every instance had some local reason for 


writing. Thus Matthew, Mark, Luke and Jolm, ad- 
duced severally and wrote out such evidences, being 
their own testimony, as they thought suflicicnt to con- 
vince the diflerent communities they addressed, that 
Jesus was the Christ. We have already noticed the 
epistles. 

lor a confirmation of the foregoing paragraph, I re- 
fer the reader to the commission under which the apos- 
tles acted officially, found in the last chapters of Mat- 
thew, Mark and Luke. Observe the order of that in- 
strument; preach the gospel te the whole creation, bap- 


-tize those that believe it, and then teach them all things 


whatsoever I have commanded you. These duties 
follow in the order of 1,2,& 3. Here are, the gospel 
to be believed, the in.mersion to submit to, and the laws 
to be oheyed. The coramissioned speaker and the hear- 
erhad each three duties te attend to. The one, to 
preach, immerse and teach the law of Christ: the other, 
to believe, submit and obey. Notice, both the preach- 
ing the gospel and the believing it, precede the bap 
lism. Hence we must look forthe gospel, the pracla 
ination of the Prince of Peace, who comes tootler truce 
and terms of, reconciliation from -heaven, in tiose 
speeches addressed by the apostles to unconveried 
snes. By the commission, the distinction of the 
gospel and law of Christ (not the Jewish law) :: sus 
tained with equal clearness. This is the “law +) ‘ib- 
erty.” Christianity is not the gospel, but the gospel. 
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and christian law, taken togéther, are christianity. 
The gospel respects faith, the ingmersion respects sub 
mission or profession and the law of Christ respect. 
obedience. 

Now having ascertained piace in which th 
sospel is found, upon examination it will be seen tha 
a few facts or deeds were invariably insisted ‘upon, a 
embracing the matter ame gospel. It will be inte- 
resting to our readers to Cxamine the speeches enum. 
rated im our last essay delivered by the primitiy 
christian teachers, with an eye to this assertion. | 
is essential to the understanding of any science, that) 
be reduced to first principles, or that it be based upoo 
some prominent, demonstrable fact. Now as tly 
christian religion was designed for the world, and con: 
sequently for men of all capacities, its author chose to 
erect it upon one fact, according to the truth or falsits 
of which, it must standor fall. This fact is that Jesu 
rose from the dead to dic no more. \ Now as this a: 
serted fact is historic, palpable and contrary to nature, 
the proof must be historic, palpable and of a super- 
hatural or miraculous kind. Such is the gospel o: 
Jesus Christ and such its vouchers. 

The one fact of the divine message admitted inté 
the mind and accredited there, the recipient is prepa 
red to regard the authority of every command and in 
stitution of Jesus Christ, if he be not a confirmed out- 
Jaw, and ifhe be, he must sufler for it. There is jusi 
so close connexion between this one proposition anc 
every part of christianity, that the christian morality, 
forgiveness of sins, presence of the holy spirit, resur- 
rection of the dead, the future judgment and all bliss 
ful future prospects, stand or fall as this proposition i: 
sustained or refuted. The remission, Holy Spirit. 
judgment, resurrection, &c. are so many links in « 
chain, with the resurrection of Jesus Christ in the cen 
trey rendering the whole beautifuland permanent, «nd 


which it would be broken and useless. |With- 
oat the resurrection of Jesus Christ the christian rele 
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perspective ho rapturous Vision, ne golden harvest 
bi the future to elevate the mind, other than + dry 
of speculaitve probability. Who does. who can 
guike out and extinguish from the land of hope the 
}.-i lamp of man’s existence? I answer, he, who de- 
ies that Jesus is the Christ. “Who is he that over- 
tometh the world, but he who believeth that Jesus i: 
Hie Son of God?” This one fact that Jesus rose from 


dead, contirming the truth that he is the Son of 


pod, is to the christian system what the sun is to th: 
blar system, and what the magnet is to particles o: 
Reel which it attracts, the associating tic, the combi- 
ing power of the whole, and concentrating in itse!: 
wir very existence. NSuchis the resurrection of Je 
- Christ, astar of the first magnitude among tlic 
luminaries inthe firmament of 
bei the reader carefully examine J. Cor. xv. chap. i 

Bhich the apostle in thé first place asserts that the 
f-urrection of Jesus is a fundamental part of the gos- 
Bland afterwards shows that the veracity of the 
ostles and all christian blessings stand or fall with: it. 
Jesus was known among the Jews, only as a Jew, 
Fiore he was manifested at his baptism, Never be- 
Oe that had he called himself the Son of God or 
ought a miracle that proved it. John, who ackinow 
lige dthat he was not yood cnough to baptize him, be- 
Buse Jesus had no sins, did not know that he was any 
@g More than his cousin, remarkable for his gravity 
Bi piety. See Jolin, i. ch. from 6th to 34th verse 
Rlusive, in which it is asserted that neither John nor 

b people knew that Jesus was the Messiah, until he 

Wi ‘ acknowledged by the Father and had received 

‘spirit after he was baptized. This by the way. 
om this time forth the great question disputed b¥ 
heving and unbelieving Jews was,“is Jesus the Son 
trod, the Messiah?” Consequently the 

i *Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God,” bec. 2¢ 


foundation of the church and the fundamenta' 
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‘on ie reduced to a mere sy steat of morais, displaying 
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point inthe gospel. So reasoned Jesus with Petey. 
Matt. xvi. 16, 18, and so asserted Paul to the Corip. 
thians, I. Epistle iii. .In due time Jesus died 
the cross and rose from the dead, and asmight be es 
pected, some of the Jews disputed it. The apostl 
risked the issue ofall the points in dispute, upon tly 
proof that he did rise, and thus the resurrection of Ji 
sus hecame the fundamental fact that proved the tu 
damental truth of the gospel, viz: that he was thes 
of God. So much for the great proposition and t!, 
great fact. 

There are other truths and other facts in the mess. 
of salvation, but I wish to be understood as asserti); 
and proving, that Christ made the confession of Pet 
the fundamental proposition, and that the apostles mad 
ihe resurrection of our chiefthe pivot upon whic, 
turned both the veracity and efficacy of the gospel. 

EDITOR 


inquiries, No. IV. 

The Troy Sentinel says that Mr. Jewell had in jo 
-ession a sythe so sharp, that as it hung on the lim! 
a tree, in the sun, the shadow of it cut a mans io 
half off Our sectarian brethren have paid a great 
compliment, and are in the habit of paying a gre 
compliment to the divine word than that. They mai 
« partial image or half shadow of the gospel, adequa' 
io the conversion of thousands of souls. Bro. Pur» 
ius acknowledges that his Bro. Methodisticus’ gos) 
converted some hundreds last camp meeting, althous’ 
every Sunday he preaches and prays against th. 
gospel. Indeed he carries it so far as to use itatev 
big-meeting, (for it is wonderful in bringing num! 
inte the fold) although he never ceases firing at it. | 
say this is saying much in favor of the shadow. ot tl: 
gospel. Now, one would certainly suppose them pr 
pared to laud the gospel itself£ 1 ask, why dow 
opposing brethren, while attributing so muc to 
rectariam gospels, never fail to vilify the message 
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jesus Christ, aspersing it with every epithet indicative oe oe 
ofimbecility, such as “poor dead letter.” Can any’ ie 
one show me the passage that attributes death or weak- “ - 
ness to the character of the werd of God? Let him do oh ae 
so who can. Would it not be better for christians to a aed 


make efforts to acquaint themselves with the passages 
they quote in’support of their favorite dogmas? By 
so doing they would honor themselves and prevent 
many of the existing difleulties recurring. 

Thousands of religious teachers, believe that they 
are especially called (sometimes by miracles) to prea hy 
the gospels they proclaim, and adduce the following 
language of Paul to prove it: “necessity is laid upon 
me, yea woe is unto me, if | proclaim not the gospel.” 
Now those that have most eflectually succeeded in 
making their hearers believe their pretensions, are re- 
warded with large salaries, so that their commission is 
worth acertain numberof dollars. Why do they not 
“stick tothe text.” as they operate under Paul's com- 
mission, and when pay is denied them, do as he did, 
“establish the gospel without charge ;"—i.e¢. preach 
hecause of the call and not because of the money. 
Now I am not opposing the commendable practice of 
vemunerating those teachers, who, leaving their busi- 
ness, devote themselves to the good of others the greatey 
part or all of their time, but Djust wish to convince my 
readers that Paul had.to preach whether he received 
moncy or not, because he was called. For years he 
worked hard at « trade during the week and preached 
un Sabbath and Sunday for nothing. but his spiritual 
seward, for necessity was laid upon him. See |. Cor. 
%chap. Now my argument is, that if the modern 
clergy are specially called as Paul was, they will be 
compelled to preach, whether the number of hearers 
and the amount of the salary be large or small. Do 
all the “called and sent do this?’ If they do not, the 


ipostle was mistaken or they are., let the reader 
judge. “The teachers of the ancient gospel hold to 
special calls. but conecive it the duty of any christian a 43 
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io do all he can, as circumstances may dictate; and | 
that when an individual sacrifices all his prospects of 


gain and support for the service of the body, that he 


should be remunerated. But yet it is true that no onc 
ean consistently claim to be sent from God who neg. 
lecis to preach for want of pay. 

A query to those who profess christianity and ac- 
kuowledge that Paganism is a wretched abuse of re- 
ligious sentiment and practice. See the devction oi 
ihe heathen! He prays and acts his system every 
day and often attests his sincere belief init by his 
death. Now, according to your concession, a talse 
religion, a wicked and imperfect view of God, (in 
whicti there are developed, neither his spirit nor his 
attributes,) is adequate to move and control the pow- 
ers of man, in such a manner, that apostacy with its 
promises, change with its novelties and death with its 
terrors,are unable to deter the heathen from his _reli- 
gious purpose or devotions. Itistoreligion, but false 
religion, that you ascribe this power. Are you, after 
this concession, prepared to deny to the only perfect 
and redeeming system of truth the same forceful influ- 
ence? Methinks christians should plead the superior 
power of christian morality, prospect, terror and en 
in forming human character. .1f you do, be more . de- 
vout and sincere, and withal more benevolent than the 
uncircumcised in heart and the unenlightened in spi- 
rituals. Be better than idolators. If you deny that 
the gospel innately possesses more power than the re- 
ligious speeches of idolatrous priests, what evidence 
have you for that denial? Perhaps you answer, no re- 
ligious communication can control the human mind, un- 
til the Holy Spirit (who, according to your objection, 
sometimes withholds his influence,) gives the impetus. 
But yousee that you are contradicting your first con- 
cession, that false religions have influence. Does the 
Holy Spint give power to Paganism? Whence then 
has it its capacity and energy in influencing its votaries 
and martyre? The only answer consistent with reason 
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s, in iis adaptation to the design of exciting devotion 
and religious service; that the @pirit of heathenism car- 
ied in its representation, gives the impetus. Like- 
wise the spirit of christianity, conveyed in its verbal 
and written representations, efleets the work of trans- 
lating into the kingdom of the Sen of God and trane. 
forming into his image. 


Eprror. 


From the Millennial Harbinger. 
MATIONING ASSOCIATION, 

Phis association he!d tts last meeting in Austintown 
Trumbull county, Ohio. Such has been the efficiency 
uf the gospel in the district of country over which the 
hurehes of this association are spread, that it has 
caused to wither almost every seetarianism within and 
without the congregations cormposing it. The sects 
cannot stand before the ancient gospel where | fully 
preached and practised. ‘Those preachers who oppose 
the ancient gospel in the vicinities, do not only lose 
their adherents, but they lose the power of converting 
men to their system. Hence, a visible decline in the 
power, as well as in the admirers of sectarianism, eve- 
‘y where appears in the distriet of country where the 
‘eformation and forgiveness of sins are proclaimed.— 
To convert men to God, the seetaries have no power 
when this gospel is proclaimed. dn a war between 
ects, that sect which happens to take with the people, 
will be most successful. But when the sects array 
themselves against “the knowledge of salvation by the 
‘emission of sins,” they are found like Dagon with bro- 
keh arms and limbs lying before the covenant of the 
Lord, 

Such a meeting was not witnessed in the memory of 
any preseut, as was the late meeting of the churches 
in Austintown. The first day, Friday, was spent in 
declaring the wonders which God had wrought in va- 
‘lous portions of tne Western Reserve by the restora- 
4on of the ancient gospel. Songs of praisc and tears 
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of joy mingled with these reports, translated us nighe 
the regions of bliss than we had ever before approac|:- 
ed. The next day, finding no business to transact, 1 
queries to answer, nothing to do but “to love, and w+, 
der, and adore,” it was unanimously agreed that 
Mahoning Association as “an advisory council,” as *:) 
ecclesiastical tribunal,” exercising any supervision o 
jurisdiction over particular congregations, should i. 
ver meet again. This association came to Its end « 
tranquilly as ever did a good old man whose attenuate: 
thread of life, worn to a hair’s breadth, dropped asur 
der by its own imbecility. 
“Night dews fall not more gently to the ground, 
Nor weary worn oul winds expire more sofl,” 
than did this association give up the ghost. 
) The whole meeting was engaged for the most par! 
in addresses from the holy scriptures, in exhortations, 
prayers, praises, and conversions. More ‘than tiuirt) 
persons were immersed for the remission of sins upon 
the ground, and after the meeting several more; nia- 
king, I think, in all forty-three. 

From the intelligence received from all parts of thy 
Association, it appeared that within its bounds, and by 
the laborers acting under its auspices, during the lis! 
vear about one thoisand persons have’ been immerse’ 
for the remission of sins. This has been about the au ! 
aual average of conversions for the last three years. 

After the death and burial of “the Association.” &: ¢ 
was'agreed that all the churches should meet on tt 
Iriday preceding the last Lord’s day in August nex: 
i New Lisbon, Columbiana county, for worship, and to f 
report the progress of the gospel in their respecurt 
vicinities. This meeting is not made a stated mectivg. 
put it will be optional with the brethren then ad 
there assembled, whether, when, and where, to ha\< 
mother general meeting of the coagregations fa that 
district of country. 

REFLECTIONS. 
About ten public speakers have been partially em 
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,oved inthe conversions of the last year. But of thes 
not one has been constantly in the field. More than 
half the number are farmers. IT myse!i labor occasion- 
‘ly in the Word, and most, if not all, the brethren 
engaged in this work, either in whole or in part, labor 
with their own hands for their own support. Besides 
ie assistance rendered by some congregations to their 
own overseers, the actual amount of contributions to 
those who rode through the Association, did not much 
exceed five hundred dollars. * * * 

The efficiency is in the sword of the Spirit. When 
assed according to the tactics of the Captain of Salva- 
ion, it ismighty to subdue the King’s enemies. This, 
ni not philosophy and bumanisms, is what converts 
te soul. The people are astonished at its efficiency. 
it not only converts enemies inte friends, but teaches 
‘hem to live holily and unblameably as sons of God.— 
lt proves itself to be God's instrument, not merely YY 
's converting power, but by its pewer te form th« life 
new. Philosophy, whether Calvinian or minian,, 
feeble in its sauctifying, as in its converting 
a. ‘The impetus which it brings is too weak to drive 
imay fromthe dominion of the fesh, But the argu- 
meat of remission, immediate, full, and free, through 
atth in Jesus’ blood, ard immersion into bis ucme; 
he love of God thus made sensible, tangible, aud ac- 
sessible to the penitent, purities and elevates the 
ons of men above the allurements of time and sense. 
Hence it is, that the weapons which God puts ivto our 
hands, if rightly used, cannot fail of converting men tq 
‘rod, and of reforming their lives. 

“7T'hese weapons of the holy war, 

Of what almignty force they are 

To make our stiubboyn passions bow, 

Avd lay the proudest rebel loz ! 

The Greeks, the Jews, the tearn’d, anil rude, 
Ave hy these heavenly arms ; 

Wh Fe Sofan al the lass. 

And hates the doctrine of the Cross.” 
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